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 Animals are sometimes said to have language too. People talk about the “language” of birds, 

monkeys, bees and whales, for instance. And it’s true that some animal species have developed 

amazingly (   a   ) ways of communicating with each other. When two blackbirds sing to each 

other, it sounds as if they’re having a real conversation. 

But there are huge differences between the ways animals communicate and (b)the ways humans 

do. When animals make a sound, such as a bark or a call, it’s an immediate reaction to what’s 

happening around them. If they’re scared, they make an alarm call. If they’re hungry, they make 

a hunger call. Animals can’t send out a call meaning “I was scared on Thursday of last week” or 

“I’ll be hungry later on this afternoon”. Only human language can do things like (c)that. 

 Zoologists have had some success teaching human language to animals. (d)The most famous 

experiments have taught chimpanzees to use their hands to make signs to talk about quite a wide 

range of things. In some cases, the animals have been able to string the signs together to make a 

simple sentence. It takes a huge amount of training to get them to do (e)this, of course. (f)But it 

shows that the gap between animal communication and human language may not be as wide as 

we used to think. 

  (g)What will be really interesting will be to see if aliens use language in the same way that 

humans do, or whether they’ll talk like R2D2 in Star Wars, or use even weirder ways of 

communicating. Sadly, in most science-fiction films, they all end up speaking English! 

 

David Crystal, A Little Book of Language, 2010  
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 1   a  1

 

 philosophical 

 polite 

 sophisticated 

 traditional 

 

 2 b  “the ways humans do” 

 

 3 c  “that” 

 

 4 d  

 5 e  “this” 

 6 f  

 7 g


